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RS 378 SOCIAL GROUPS IN DEVELOPING SOCIETIES
Spring 2006 TR 2-4 p.m.

251 AA

Instructor: Dr. Cathy A. Rakowski
Office: 309 Ag Admin

Office hours: TR 4-5 pm., or by appointment

Phone: 292-6447     email: rakowski.1@osu.edu
General Objectives: This course analyzes different life experiences, statuses, and behavior of people in major social groupings in developing societies. The focus is on how some rural people are constructing sustainable, people-centered “alternative development.” Alternative development is a set of approaches that emphasize local initiatives, social justice and democracy, autonomy and self reliance, capacity building and empowerment. This course includes attention to issues of social responsibility (corporate, governmental, development agencies) and to diverse processes of top-down economic development strategies and globalization, including international businesses and cross border citizen alliances.


For this course, "developing societies" are defined as countries with low per capita incomes and widespread poverty. They are likely to have high debt burdens; economies that are agrarian, based on the export of raw materials, or under the control of multinational corporations and a small internal elite; labor forces with high levels of self employment, subsistence work, and exploitative work conditions; and social welfare indicators showing relatively low literacy rates, poor health and nutrition, and low life expectancies. "Social groups" are defined by some shared characteristic, including gender, age, ethnicity or race, class, religion, occupation, residence, etc. Most developing societies are located in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the Middle East. However, some areas of the former communist block countries and North America would qualify (Bosnia, Albania, Romania, Native American reservations, Appalachia).


Although the course is about social groups, we will use a focus on social problems and issues as a means to understand the actions and worldview of social groups and differences among their members.

Specific Objectives:  When students complete this course, they should have a basic understanding of

a. the way in which peoples' life experiences and statuses vary by sex, age, class, race, ethnicity, and place of residence.

b. some major problems and issues that confront people in developing societies.

c. actions people are taking to confront their problems.

d. some important issues that connect social groups in developing societies and people in the U.S.

e. differences between top-down, “mainstream” and bottom-up, “alternative” approaches to development.

Required Readings: You should purchase the books. However, they are on reserve in the FAES Library.


B. Le Breton. Voices from the Amazon. 1993.


K. Smith. The Human Farm. 1994.

An “electronic coursepack” of readings can be located under this course number (RS 378) on the OSCAR web page of OSU Libraries. Look for “Course Number or PROF” and follow the prompts. NOTE: not all items on reserve are listed in the order that they are assigned.

We also will use films as texts and there will be several handouts.

Course Requirements:


Participation

20%.


Essay


15%


Midterm exam

30%.


Final exam

35%

Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam. The exam format is a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay. The Final Exam will be Tuesday, June 6, 1:30-3:18 pm. THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUP EXAM FOR THE FINAL. All travel plans should be scheduled for after the final exam date.


The midterm covers weeks 1-5. The final exam is NOT cumulative. It will cover material after the midterm only--except for any readings from the first half of the course that we continue to use after the midterm. 

Essay: The essay should be between 800-1000 words. Give your essay a title and make your objective or argument clear in the opening paragraph. Give the word count at the end of the paper. (Following these instructions will guarantee an appropriate space for thoughtful analysis and will help assure that the group of student essays have equivalent breadth and depth.) You may hand in the essay on either Thursday of Week 10 or on Tuesday at the final exam. You will be graded on appropriateness of topic, insightfulness, understanding of and ability to use course concepts, and clarity of the discussion. Correct spelling and grammar are a must.


Topic: All quarter we will discuss approaches to development and processes of globalization. This course emphasizes the “alternative” development approach, also referred to as “grassroots,” “bottom up,” “people-centered,” “popular,” “local,” “community,” etc. We also include attention to citizen-driven globalization “from below” and corporate-driven globalization from above. Your essay should build on what you have learned about these approaches/concepts and mainstream development approaches. Alternatively, you can think about processes of globalization, both “top down” and “bottom up” (i.e., cross border alliances). Think about examples of each and the goals and outcomes. Then choose an issue or social group you want to write on. You can identify them from the internet, magazine or news articles, rural problems that you have studied in other courses, etc. Do not use examples from this course. You are perfectly free to choose an issue, problem or group for whom alternative development or cross-border organizing will NOT work. Be sure to cite or explain your sources. In your essay, explain whether or not you think that alternative development or cross-border organizing would be appropriate to address the issue or problem of the social group. Explain why or why not? For this part, you can use examples from class to illustrate or draw comparisons. I will accept any well-reasoned argument as long as you show understanding of the concepts and course materials. 

Participation: You start out with an A. It is up to you to keep it. Participation includes attendance, in-class workshops and discussions, sharing news items of interest, homework assignments, and the very important research reports (verbal and written summaries of Internet or library research on certain global development organizations). Note: the instructor reserves the right to call on students randomly to facilitate fairness in participation in class discussion. A seating chart will be prepared to help identify students and record participation and attendance. Sign-up sheets will be circulated at random. This is 20% of your grade. 


Homework assignments:  There are several homework assignments, most optional, throughout the quarter. These simple, one paragraph/page assignments serve two functions: 1) they provide you with notes that support your participation in class discussion, and 2) you hand them in and they count toward your participation grade too (graded U, S-, S or S+). Completed homework assignments can improve your participation grade.


Research Reports: Two or more students will be assigned a topic. They should research this topic on the Internet or in the library. They should prepare a 1-3 page handout of information (you can download information from internet sites as long as you give the source), have enough copies to pass out to the entire class, and be ready to discuss the assigned topic in a 5 minute class presentation (5 min per topic, not per person). Information on the handout should be very specific. You also may use power point for your presentation. Be prepared to answer questions on your topic after the presentation.

This assignment is an important component of your participation grade. It makes up 20% of your participation grade. It should be taken VERY seriously; exam questions will be constructed from some reports.

Note: if you want me to make the copies for the class, you need to get me your master copy by noon of the day BEFORE class meets. Email is the best way to get it to me. But if you don’t get a return email from me, then I did not get it.

Each individual should make clear to me (a simple paragraph handed in or e-mailed to me is sufficient) what your individual contribution was in preparing the presentation, the sources you used, and whether you were satisfied with the division of labor in your group. You will be graded on the content of your handouts and presentation and on the group members’ comments on fairness of the division of labor.

Policies:  In principle, there will be NO make-up exams. Under extraordinary circumstances (verifiable emergency), a make-up exam for the midterm will be scheduled at the instructor's convenience and will NOT use the same questions as the original exam; makeup exams are usually essay format. There will be no make-up exam for the final. 

Students are responsible for notifying the instructor of any emergency as it arises (e.g., before or at the time of the exam). If you cannot reach the instructor, leave a message on her machine, with her secretary, or on her email. Note: a friend may call for you, but you must bring in written and verifiable proof of the emergency to qualify for a midterm make-up exam or to hand in the essay assignment late.


Because absences interfere with participation and participation is a critical component of the grade, failure to attend may result in loss of participation points. Only students with a valid, written, verifiable medical excuse or emergency will be exempted from this policy. In the interest of fairness, the best procedure to follow if you have a conflict or problem is to notify the instructor (or have someone call on your behalf) as soon as possible to request an excused absence. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a fellow student. Every student gets 1 “free” absence; choose wisely. However, if you choose to miss more than one class without a valid and verifiable excuse, you indicate your willingness to accept a possible reduction in your participation grade.


Absences due to field trips, conferences, club activities:  Absences affect your participation grade, which is 20% of your total grade. If a professor in another course or an advisor for a club or group assigns activities during our class time, it places you in an awkward position and you should complain to that person. Each faculty person should respect student obligations in other courses. If absence is inevitable, then speak to me beforehand and bring verification. 


Any cheating on exams or plagiarism on written assignments will result in referral to the proper university authorities--no exceptions. The new university rule is to give a student a failing grade in the class if plagiarism or cheating on any assignment is confirmed.


Any student who has special needs should let me know as soon as possible. I will work with you and Disability Services at 150 Pomerene Hall.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Unless I tell you otherwise, handouts and films, like any other course material, will be covered on exams and in class discussions. So will some of the research reports on global or development organizations.  @ indicates material is on electronic reserve.

	Week 1: Introduction: Beyond “those people in those countries”

OPTIONAL HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR THURSDAY


Tues 3-28
Introduction to the course. Course approach.


ON YOUR OWN and to familiarize yourself with development as a policy issue: 



Check out the UN Millennium Development Goals at http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/goals/
Thur 3-30
Social problems in developing societies.


Optional homework:  Bring one page with your notes on millennium development goals OR a development problem found in Knippers Black’s discussion of development problems; hand it in after class discussion


Readings: "Worlds Apart" @
“Doctors in China--origin of the barefoot approach.” Pp. 4-13 in Marilyn Carr, ed. The Barefoot Book, 1989. 9 pp.@

"A world of poverty," pp. 7-31 in John Isbister. Promises Not Kept. Kumarian Press, 2001. 24 pp.@


Skim this one to familiarize yourself with some contemporary development problems:

  Black, Jan Knippers. "Part 3: Development in Focus: Contemporary issues and themes." Pp. 143-186 in Development in Theory and Practice: Bridging the Gap. Boulder: Westview, 1999. (43 pp.)  This article can be found at http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~hcrd/people/staff/article2.htm
	Week 2: From development project to globalization


Tues 4-4
Development, globalization, power and social responsibility

Readings: McMichael, Phillip. Chapter on the Development Project from Development and Social Change. Pine Forge Press, 2004. (38 pp.)@

Handout: development approaches

Thurs 4-6

Continued 


Reading:  Korten, David. “Rethinking development and the meaning of progress.” Pp. 157-67 in The 

New Business of Business: Sharing Responsibility for a Positive Global Future, edited by W. Harman & M. Porter. San Francisco: Berrett-Koehler Pubs. 1997. (10 pp.)@
RESEARCH REPORTS: Th: USAID

	Week 3: Alternative development and people-centered solutions

Optional homework assignment for Thursday


Tues 4-11
Towards a people-centered approach to development


Readings: Burkey, Stan. "What is development?" Pp. 26-39 in People First: A Guide. Zed Books, 



1993. (13 pp.)@
Slim, Hugo. “What is development?” Pp. 63-68 in D. Eade, ed. Development and Social Diversity. Oxfam, 1996.@

Rowlands, Jo. “Empowerment examined.” Pp. 86-92 in Deborah Eade, ed. Development 



and Social Diversity. Oxfam, 1996. 6 pp.@
Thur 4-13
People-centered development: Projects and people


FILM: “Water for Ayolé”


Readings:  "Mechanics in India" Pp. 63-70 in Marilyn Carr, ed. The Barefoot Book: Economically Appropriate Services for the Rural Poor. Intermediate Technology Pubs., 1989. (13 pp).@
“Lessons Learned “ Pp. 88-93 in Marilyn Carr, ed. The  Barefoot Book: Economically Appropriate Services for the Rural Poor. Intermediate Technology Pubs., 1989. (under same entry as Mechanics in India) @

Schurmann, Franz. "Africa is saving itself." CHOICES (UNDP) 1996: 4-9.@
Handout: film guide

Optional homework assignment: There are many anti-poverty, debt relief, and health (AIDS, malaria, TB) campaigns in the news these days. Look for information on these campaigns. Googling names like Jeffrey Sachs, Bono, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation can help you identify these very ambitious initiatives. Outline the goals and strategies for one of these campaigns. List your source. One paragraph. Hand in today.

RESEARCH REPORTS: T: World Bank, Th: UNDP

	Week 4: Globalization, development and hunger  


Tues 4-18
The debate over causes of and solutions to hunger


FILM:"Hungry for Profit”


Reading:  “Myths and root causes of hunger," from Food First Institute. (8 pp)@

Handout: film guide

Thurs 4-20
Continued

Readings: Barry, Tom. “Food security: Obstacles and solutions.” Pp. 155-177 in Roots of Rebellion. South End Press, 1987. (22 pp.) This may be from the 1980s, but it still is the most comprehensive analysis around and the issues are relevant to many countries. @


RESEARCH REPORTS: Th: FAO

	Week 5: Workers in the global factory


Tues 4-25
Industrial workers in the global factory


FILM “The Child Behind the Label”


Readings:  Anner, Mark. “Local and transnational campaigns to end sweatshop practices.” Pp. 238-



255 in Transnational Cooperation Among Labor Unions, edited by M. Gordon and L. Turner.



Cornell Univ. Press, 2000.@

Kernaghan, Charles. “Paying to lose our jobs.” Pp. 79-93 in No Sweat: Fashion, Free Trade and



 Rights of Garment Workers, edited by Andrew Ross. NY: Verso, 1997. (The story behind 



how your taxes pay to export jobs to sweatshops in Central American & the Caribbean; by the 



people who made the film)@

Handouts: “Journey of the Blouse” & “The sweat behind the shirt”


RESEARCH REPORT: T: ILO

Thur 4-27
Midterm exam (covers up to and including Tuesday)

	Week 6: The Human Farm

Optional homework assignment Thursday


Tues 5-2
Discuss the book (use the guide)



You may find it useful to review articles from Weeks 3 & 4, especially Barry, Burkey

Thurs 5-4
Continued


Optional homework assignment:  What are some of the problems faced by farmers in Central America today? Search the internet. One paragraph with source indicated. Hand it in.



FILM clip: Elvia Alvarado [peasant union organizing in Honduras]

RESEARCH REPORTS: T: World Neighbors, Th: Heifer International

	Week 7: Paths to empowerment and community development (bottom up, grassroots, local, participatory)


Tues 5-9
Grassroots organizing: Haiti 


FILM: This Other Haiti


Readings:  review Rowlands and Burkey articles


Handouts: Paulo Freire

Thur 5-11
Grassroots organizing and people power

Readings:  Clark, John. “Building grassroots movements.” Pp. 89-103 of his book Democratizing Development. Kumarian Press, 1991. 14 pp.@
Frischmuth, Christiane. “From crops to gender relations: transforming extension in Zambia.” Pp. 197-209 in The Myth of Community: Gender Issues in Participatory Development, edited by I. Guijt & M. K. Shah. London: Intermediate Technology Publications, 1998. 12 pp.@
RESEARCH REPORTS:  Th: Oxfam International

	Week 8: Building social capital for community development

Optional homework assignment for Tuesday


Tues 5-16
Social capital and poverty alleviation: entrepreneurship 


Optional homework assignment for Tuesday: Using Google or your favorite search engine, find out what “microfinance” or “microcredit” is and how it works. Bring in one paragraph on either concept. You can attach Internet pages describing a project if you wish. Be sure and cite your web source.


FILM: “Community”

Readings:  

Review Jo Rowlands on Empowerment; Paulo Freire handout.

Handouts: The informal sector

Thur 5-18
Social and cultural capital: village and family (bring the readings to class because we will use 

them in a workshop)

Readings:  Weber, Ron. "The transparent village: Community parenting in Trinidad and Tobago." 
Grassroots Development 18(2), 1994. pp. 19-31. 12 pp.@
Lancaster, Roger. "Coping with Less," pp. 52-68 in Life Is Hard: Machismo, Danger, and the Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua. University of California Press, 1992. 16 pp.@
Pye-Smith, Charlie & Grazia Borrini Feyerabend. “Uganda: Pallisa Community Development Trust.” Pp. 53-69 in The Wealth of Communities: Stories of Success in Local Environmental Management. Kumarian Press, 1994. 16 pp@
RESEARCH REPORTS: T: Grameen Bank

	Week 9: Social groups in conflict


Tues 5-23
Competing claims to the Amazon


Reading:
Voices from the Amazon book (use the reading guide)

Thurs 5-25
Judging competing claims

RESEARCH REPORT: T: UNEP

	Week 10:  Citizen organizing: local-global links

HAND IN short paper/essay Thursday this week or at exam next week. Your choice.


Tues 5-30
Development, globalization, social responsibility: the ties that bind “us” to “them” as global citizens in a world economy and a “global commons”


Readings:  Review readings from Weeks 2, 4, 5 


FILM: “Geraldo”


Reading: Gaventa, John. “Global citizen action: Lessons and challenges.” Pp. 275-87 in Global Citizen Action, edited by M. Edwards & J. Gaventa. Lynne Rienner, 2001. (12 pp.)@


Check out the Global Exchange website. Global Exchange is a gobal network that promotes research and policy making to support people’s livelihoods and greater control over their options. Be ready to discuss what you learn from them about cross-border campaigns and rights activism.

Thur 6-1
Alternative development, bottom-up globalization: What works where? [Or not] Discussion

based on your essays.

RESEARCH REPORT: T: WTO

Final Exam: Tuesday, June 6, 1:30-3:18
Instructions for Research Reports
Your research report should be as straightforward, clear, and informative as possible. It has two parts: 1) a handout and an in-class verbal report, and 2) an individual statement explaining your role in the report and the division of labor.

The handout should not exceed 3 pages and you should have copies ready to hand out to the class. Be sure to claim credit by including your names at the top. There will be questions on the exams about some of the organizations covered in research reports, so clarity will be helpful to all. 

Part 1: The verbal report and handouts should address the following questions:

What is the organization? What does it do? What are its major programs? What is its mission and what are its objectives? Where is it? Where does it get its funding? Where did you find information about it? How does it relate to the subject matter of this course (development, poverty, globalization, agriculture, etc.)? Is it in the news lately and, if so, why? Do you think this organization promotes top-down, technocratic development or that it promotes bottom-up, people-centered development? (Note: even top-down organizations will talk about concern for poverty and empowerment. But they, unlike organizations dedicated to people and empowerment, also will emphasize big, expensive projects based on the expertise of the “so-called developed” countries.) Is it a “development agency” or have a regulatory function of some type? What social groups (if relevant) does it target for assistance? Explain.

Note: the presentation should take no more than 5-6 minutes total. Not everyone needs to talk during the verbal presentation, but it is strongly encouraged. Feel free to use transparencies or power point for your presentation if you want to do so.

Part 2:

Individually, prepare one paragraph summarizing the division of labor between you and any partners you may have had and list your sources of information. Comment on whether or not you thought the division of labor in your group worked well. Give this to Dr. Rakowski or e-mail it to her.

The Quarter at a Glance

	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	1
	Introduction
	Continued

	2
	Development project & globalization
	Continued

	3
	Alternative development
	Projects and people

FILM

	4
	Globalization, development & hunger

FILM
	Continued



	5
	Workers in the global factory

FILM                                  
	Midterm

	6
	The Human Farm
	Continued

FILM

	7
	Paths to empowerment

FILM
	Continued

	8
	Gender, enterprise & relationships in development

FILM                                   
	Building social capital

	9
	Voices from the Amazon
	Continued

	10
	Citizen organizing: local-global links     

FILM
	What works?




PAPER DUE Thursday Week 10 or Tuesday at the final exam

Final Exam Tuesday, June 6, 1:30-3:18
RESEARCH REPORTS (will be revised when assignments are made)

	Week and Topic
	Person 1 Name, email
	Person 2 Name, email
	Person 4 Name, email
	Person 3 Name, email

	TH2. USAID
	
	
	
	

	T3: World Bank
	
	
	
	

	TH3: UNDP
	
	
	
	

	TH4: FAO
	
	
	
	

	T5: ILO
	
	
	
	

	T6: World Neighbors
	
	
	
	

	TH6: Heifer International
	
	
	
	

	Th7: Oxfam International
	
	
	
	

	T8: Grameen Bank
	
	
	
	

	T9: UNEP
	
	
	
	

	T10: WTO
	
	
	
	


UNDP-United Nations Development Programme   WTO-World Trade Organization     FAO-Food and Agriculture Organization     

ILO-International Labour Organisation    UNEP-United Nations Environment Programme     USAID-US Agency for International Development  

